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parents were simple and devout Catholics, who lived a frugal
and laborious life cultivating their little farm. Zoe was a good
girl, and when, at the age of eight, she lost her mother the child
felt cthat henceforth Our Lady might be her Mother.' At the
age of twelve Zoe made her first Communion. As her eldest
sister had become a Sister of Charity, on Zoe fell the charge of
managing the household. She cooked for the family, carried the
food to the workers in the fields, and performed with fidelity the
many tasks that such a large family entailed.
Zoe was very fond of pets, especially pigeons, of which there
were between seven and eight hundred on the farm. Her
especial delight was the care of the pigeon-house, and the birds
loved her. 4 They knew her and she knew them, and as if they
realized the purity of her heart and the great things God had in
store for her, they came when she appeared, as her sister des-
cribed it, circling round her in the form of a crown.5 From her
earliest childhood she fasted on Fridays and Saturdays, and heard
Mass daily at an early hour, "kneeling without support on the
cold pavement, even in the frosts of winter.9
At the age of eighteen, through neglect of her education, Zoe,
we are told, could hardly read or write. But she had a strange
dream: she dreamt that she was in the village church, where
she saw an aged priest saying Mass, When it was over the priest
called her to come to him, but, being frightened, she drew back.
She left the church and entered one of the houses in the village
to visit a sick person. Again she saw the aged priest, who said
to her: cMy daughter, you do well to take care of the sick. You
shrink from me now, but one day you will be eager to come to
me. God has great designs in your regard.' Then she woke up.
But her dream had so impressed her that she prevailed on her
father to allow her to go and stay at Chatillon-sur-Seine (readers
will recollect that it was the Congress of Chatillon, in 1814,
which pronounced the deposition of Napoleon I), where her
sister-in-law was a schoolmistress. One day, when visiting the
Sisters of Charity in the neighbourhood, cshe was struck by the
sight of a. picture that was an exact portrait of the priest of her
dream/ When, on asking who it was, she heard it was St